Vesico-vaginal fistula is a rare occurrence in the UK and is usually associated with malignant disease or trauma (including surgical trauma). However in Africa it is relatively more common and indicative of the poor standards of obstetric care that prevail in many parts of the continent.

This slim and easy to read volume deals with the aetiology of obstetric causes of Vesico-vaginal fistula (VVF) and the variety of fistulae encountered.

The main purpose of the book is to demonstrate to potential fistula surgeons that this is an important problem, which can and should be addressed by more surgeons than at present. By careful patient selections, a surgeon can build up experience based on simple cases which yield good results before embarking on more challenging operations. There are step by step descriptions of procedures illustrated with excellent photographs and adequate text devoted to postoperative care and complications. Whilst this book is aimed at surgeons who are considering performing fistula surgery it is of interest to all gynaecologist\'s and urologist\'s who may never encounter this type of problem. It is particularly easy to read and should be considered essential reading for anyone who is considering working on the African continent.

If there is any criticism it is the lack of information about the personal disaster that VVF represents to the individual. Not only have they lost their baby they are left in pain, discomfort and misery compounded by abandonment from their partner, family and society.

Millions of women are consigned to this fate in Africa and their only hope is to meet a caring surgeon such as Mr Hancock who can restore normal function for the vast majority of patients.
